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OVERLOOK AUXILIARY STARTS NEW
YEAR WITH 5 OUTREACH EVENTS

This past summer and fall, the Membership Committee decided to take
advantage of COVID restrictions easing and hosted several outreach
events to provide a greater community presence.  These included a
booth at four Summit Farmers Market Sundays; a morning coffee at The
Co-Co,- in Summit; a wine tasting at the Roig Collection @ the Evelyn
Dunn Gallery Annex featuring Scout & Cellar wines in Westfield; a
member social at Untied Brewery,- in New Providence; and a table at
the Volunteer Fair at the Summit Public Library.  

We hope to keep the momentum going with more events next summer
and fall and we invite all of our members to participate and bring
friends and family!  If you would like to get involved with the
membership committee, please contact Diane Coloney, Membership VP
or Wendy Moynihan, Membership Recruitment Chair at
Diane.Coloney@atlantichealth.org or WendMoynihan@icloud.com. 

Fall 2022

The Overlook Auxiliary is 501(c)
(3) nonprofit volunteer
organization cultivating a
compassionate and
comforting environment
throughout the entire Overlook
Medical Center Community
with active volunteering and
imaginative fundraising.
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We would like to
recognize our
Patrons ( of over
$100.  They are Stacy

Beckett, Nancy

Burrows, Meredith

Guida, Kim Myler,

Lauren Perenchio,

Leigh Rosoff, Ellen

Serruto, Mary

Sheehan, Linda Smith,

Barbara Speni, Diane

Swett, and Tina

Tomlinson.

Members who gave
at the Benefactor
Level of over $250. 
 They are Katherine

Berliner, Laura

Bojanowski, Virginia

Cepeda, Tara

Charvat, Anne

Childers, Maria

DeLauro, Alice Dillon,

Renee Frank, Meyra

Green, Jen Groce,

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:  TINA SHIH

THANK YOU
FOR RENEWING
YOUR
MEMBERSHIP!

We’d like to recognize the
following members who
donated above and
beyond the $50 dues. 

Patrons ($100+)
Stacy Beckett, Nancy Burrows,
Meredith Guida, Kim Myler,
Lauren Perenchio, Leigh
Rosoff, Ellen Serruto, Mary
Sheehan, Linda Smith, Barbara
Speni, Diane Swett, and Tina
Tomlinson.

Benefactors ($250+)
Katherine Berliner, Laura
Bojanowski, Virginia Cepeda,
Tara Charvat, Anne Childers,
Maria DeLauro, Alice Dillon,
Renee Frank, Meyra Green, Jen
Groce, Carol Kanner, Dena
Peyster, Carlene Pruitt, Leslie
Rosenblatt, Heather Speas,
and Liza Tulloch.

Tina joined the Overlook Auxiliary in 2021 and hit the ground running! Not only did she
join NP Twig 10, but she also dove into gift shop volunteering and floral arranging! Tina is
the ultimate team player, helping whenever and wherever the Overlook Auxiliary needs
assistance. In October, she designed a pumpkin to represent the Gift Shop & Bloom in a
contest with other departments at the Overlook Medical Center Fall Festival (top left
photo). In December, she decorated an Overlook Auxiliary-themed tree at the Reeves-
Reed Arboretum Festival of Trees with help from Karen Canniffe and their children (top
right photo).  As if that weren't enough, she recently joined the Nominating Committee
chaired by Keri Kociancic.  We are so grateful for Tina's time and talents! We asked Tina
a few questions about her experience.  Read on.

Why did you join the Overlook Auxiliary? I wanted to be part of an organization that
helps my community in a meaningful way. Over the last few years, we've seen that
nothing is more meaningful than healthcare. A lot of my friends are in the medical
community, and I wanted to find a way to get involved. The Overlook Auxiliary has a
great mix of both fundraising and volunteer service opportunities. 
 
What made you volunteer to work in the shop and learn flower arranging? I'd been
a marketer for 15 years, and I've always loved the creative side of my work. Despite
having zero experience arranging flowers, I thought it would be really enjoyable to learn
a new skill. I love flowers, and I've always admired people who have an eye for color and
design. 
 
What has your experience been like? I've met so many wonderful people through my
involvement with NP Twig 10 and my volunteer work at Gift Shop and Bloom at the
hospital. I find it therapeutic to arrange flowers, and it's really rewarding to see what a
difference a kind gesture like a floral arrangement or a small gift can make. 
 
Is there anything else you'd like people to know? We always need more people to
help at the gift shop or with flowers. I think one of the best parts of the Auxiliary is that
there are so many ways to get involved.



Thanksgiving Basket Fundraiser 2022:  Overlook Auxiliary NP Twig 10
provided Thanksgiving dinner for 200 families at the HealthStart Clinic at
Overlook Medical Center this year. With the support of family, friends,
community members, local schools, local Girl Scout and Boy Scout troops, and
the incredible Overlook Auxiliary members, we packed all of the non-perishable
items needed for a Thanksgiving dinner in addition to providing $25 ShopRite
gift cards to each family. Under the leadership of Erin Donadio, the NP Twig 10
Thanksgiving Basket Fundraiser has steadily grown each year and this year was
no exception. The holidays are a time of giving and our community showed
incredible generosity.  We raised just over $7,000, far surpassing our goal of
$5,000. These additional funds allowed us to provide support to even more
families at the HealthStart Clinic.  We were able to purchase 5 breast pumps, 5
cool mist humidifiers, 2 car seats, and 26 $25 gift cards.  Thank you for helping
us make the holiday brighter for those who need it most.   (top photo)

Art With Heart:  NP Twig 10 hosted a shopping event at ART with HEART
Designs in Chatham and raised $300 for the Overlook Medical Center
community!  Thank you, Tracey Tango for your generosity and for hosting!
(bottom left photo)

Goodburn Girls Night:  In lieu of a traditional meeting, NP Twig 10 decided to
come together for a night of fun and fitness for their September meeting.
Valerie Flax of The Goodburn hosted a fabulous one-hour workout class
followed by healthy snacks and drinks. What a fun way to spend a Friday night! 
 (bottom right photo)

Overlook
Auxiliary Fall
Shopping
Events
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NP TWIG 10 ACTIVITIES

This fall, we held three
shopping events where a
portion of sales was donated
to Overlook Auxiliary.  Thank
you to Jen Groce and Ellen
Serruto for organizing!  These
events raised more than
$1500 and included:

Mum Sale at Lombardo
Farms, Gillette (last
weekend of September
and first weekend of
October).

In honor of Breast Cancer
Month, we had a Sip and
Shop at J. McLaughlin,
Summit on October 18th.
Funds raised were used to
purchase cozy socks, word
search books, adult
coloring books, head
scarves and gift cards for
transportation and
groceries to help breast
oncology patients. 

Lastly, we had a shopping day
at The Cashmere Sale,
Summit on November 2nd.  

Thank you to
everyone who came
out and supported
these events!

https://www.facebook.com/artwithheartdesigns?__cft__[0]=AZUOViApUnHNzbjYBpbMSwSc9zIhFtICw5GxDoG4bYUkX_bHXkRnX2e7P1YrWxEPH1eCuqlc69FyXF5L3tyST5n2DfBvN90euBNvZPZRPFCB3ro0rDb6diBLTTmfAGi_BfXTRm97cN_aH_vz4pgV8s8KnbSEjH05JR7jCBMyU0M0pgFeWejXCfkk57nNALTQIKEsyihLPoM20eOYvR5qSX4O&__tn__=-]K-R


SH Twig 27's annual designer Coat Sale, originally scheduled

for October, was rescheduled for December 7th.  Michelle and

Jeff Sobin returned to Overlook Medical Center where

employees and guests came to the auditorium all day to buy

the coats and scarves and to support the SH Twig 27. Although

no commitment has been made as to how SH Twig 27 will

allocate its profits from vendor sales this year, it often donates

to the Elsa Russell Nursing Scholarship. Thank you everyone for

your support. 

 

SH TWIG 27 FUNDRAISERS
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NP TWIG 2

Thank you, NP Twig 2, for your recent delivery of several fleece
no-sew blankets for our patients at Overlook Medical Center! 
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Save the Date:
Valentine's Vendor Sale
Friday, February 3,
Bouras Auditorum

Pizza Party

This fall, we wanted to

say thank you to

Overlook Medical

Center's Engineering

Department for going

above and beyond the

call of duty so we threw

a pizza party for this

group of approximately

60 employees.  These

are the sometimes

forgotten heroes who

are always available to

help with maintenance

and other improvement

projects.  They just

painted the Gift Shop &

Bloom and added a

fitting room; they did a

fabulous job!



Oak Knoll Day of
Service

In October, Oak Knoll
School held their annual
Service Day, a day of
service where the
students work on a
project for a local non-
profit instead of
attending classes. This
year, they chose the
Overlook Auxiliary as
one of the
beneficiaries. Students
put together  colorful
fidget notebooks for
Overlook patients with
memory and dexterity
issues! Thank you to
Oak Knoll School for
considering the
Overlook Auxiliary on
their Service Day and to
the students for
spreading hope and
sunshine to our patients
at Overlook Medical
Center!

In lieu of our Annual Appeal, we asked for your contributions on
Giving Tuesday to support the Overlook Auxiliary and SU Twig 25,
a.k.a. the Sewing Twig, which has been operating on overdrive the
last few years. Since the pandemic started, they have been cranking
out headbands with buttons by the ears which help relieve mask
fatigue, and masks (in the earlier stages of the pandemic). In
addition, they have continued to make the items needed on a regular
basis including crocheted blankets, baby booties, and fidget aprons
for dementia patients and for those suffering from dexterity issues.
Elder Care is so appreciative of the fidget blankets which also allow
patients to be focused on the activity when they are anxious during a
medical test, like drawing blood (see top right photo).  

Giving Tuesday donations totaled $580 and with those funds, we will  
buy much needed supplies including buttons, tape, and elastic bands.  
It's not too late to contribute:  just $32 will buy 100 buttons, 55 yards
of bias tape, and 21.5 yards of elastic bands!  You can donate using
the donate button on our website at www.oaux.org, just indicate in
the notes section that your donation is for the Sewing Twig!

Want to join these amazing ladies and help make booties, fidget
aprons and other sewn and crocheted items for the OMC
Community?  Email us at info@oaux.org.

SU TWIG 25 (SEWING TWIG)
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baby booties for new moms



Congratulations to the

Overlook Auxiliary's own

Stacy Beckett and Swati

Goorha, both honorees at the

Boy Scouts of America

Patriots' Path Council 2022

Tribute to Women Awards

Luncheon, held on Dec 2,

Baltusrol Country Club!  We

would like to thank these

amazing women for their

contributions to the Overlook

Auxiliary and the community

as a whole!

Summit Twig 5, "Friends of Hospice," is currently in the middle of its annual
Lights of Love campaign, which raises money to help support hospice services
and Camp Clover. For the past 12 years, Atlantic Visiting Nurse has sponsored
Camp Clover, a bereavement day camp, free of charge and open to children in
1st through 8th grade who have experienced the death of someone significant in
their life. The Breene family once again hosted camp from August 15th through
August 18th at their family-owned property, Camp Riverbend, in Warren.

On average, one in three youths is grieving a loss of some kind. Children who
lose a parent or someone close to them can feel profoundly alone in their loss.
Camp offers traditional activities, such as swimming, basketball, sports, rocket
launching, and games. The kids show what grief really looks like and how it can
lead to a remarkable resilience. In addition, Camp Clover provides specialized
programs to help children develop healthy coping skills, including daily "sharing
circles" led by bereavement professionals from Good Grief and Atlantic Visiting
Nurse, and music, dance, writing, and art therapy.

This year Camp Clover had 86 campers from 11 counties in NJ, two from NY, and
four from Pennsylvania. The collaboration of employees and volunteers devoted
to the camp's mission remains critical to the success of the children who come
and to keep it free of charge. 

Special thanks to the Overlook Auxiliary for their generosity and kindness. With
your thoughtfulness, these children have found a place where they can be close
to those they have lost. Camp Clover is funded entirely by donated funds. To
volunteer, donate, or for more information, visit atlantichealth.org/Camp Clover.

SU TWIG 5 
CAMP CLOVER, HELPING CHILDREN PROCESS LOSS TOGETHER
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CONGRATULATIONS
STACY BECKETT AND
SWATI GOORHA



Our newest Jr. Twig, Friends of Kent Place, led by student leader
Kathryn Cepeda, just completed their first fundraiser called Hugs
From Home. They sold care packages of goodies and personal care
items for students studying for finals.   The packages arrived just in
time for finals to give students a boost and a hug for good luck! 

Proceeds from this fundraiser totaled over $1600 and will support
oncology patients at Overlook Medical Center! All funds will be used
to purchase cozy socks, head scarves, and word search books for
oncology patients.  Great job ladies!

In addition to their Hugs From Home fundraiser, the Friends of Kent
Place Jr. Twig members helped with SU Twig 5's Lights of Love
Mailing.  

Are you on Instagram?  Follow the Friends of Kent Place Jr. Twig at 
https://instagram.com/friendsofkpjrt.  
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SUMMIT HIGH
SCHOOL JR.
TWIG

The Summit High

School Jr. Twig is

back this year with

their very popular

Zoom Storytime

readings program

with the Overlook

Medical Center Pre-

school children. 

 They have also

delivered several

dozen, beautifully

painted,

inspirational stones

which decorate

hospice patients'

rooms. They will

surely spread hope

and joy!

FRIENDS OF KENT PLACE JR. TWIG 



Our latest Art at Overlook Exhibit features over 80 framed original
photographs by several artists of the New Jersey Photography Forum (NJPF).
The theme is Water: Exploring an Element of Nature. It runs through January
22nd. Pictured above, from left to right, are Waiting for Sundown, Passaic
River Winter, and Sunrise Fisherman by Nancy Ori. 

If you are interested in purchasing art, stop by or call the Overlook Auxiliary
Gift Shop & Bloom at 908-522-2117.  Art is displayed on the main floor.  If
you have any questions about Art at Overlook, contact Karen Canniffe at
overlookauxiliarygallery@gmail.com.  20% of all purchases are donated to
the Overlook Auxiliary!

T H E  P U L S E F A L L  2 0 2 2  E D I T I O N

8

ART AT OVERLOOK

Buy one, donate one!

The Gift Shop & Bloom
leaves a basket on the
counter for snack donations.  
Once the basket is full, they
donate the snack basket to a
department.    Last month,
we drew our first winner,
Endoscopy!

SH TWIG 27SPREADING
SUNSHINE

SAVE THE DATE!
 Art at Overlook Auction & Cocktail Reception

Thursday, April 21



GIFT SHOP & BLOOM
FRESH NEW PHOTOS & NEW LOGO
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Executive Board

Virginia Cepeda,

President

Jennifer Groce, 

VP Events

Diane Coloney, 

VP Membership

Meghan Schorr,

VP Communications

Tina Tomlinson, 

Recording Secretary

Tara Charvat,

Corresponding Secretary

Carlene Pruitt, 

Treasurer

Current Hours:
Mon - Fri 9:00am - 4:30pm
Sat - Sun 12:00pm - 4:00 pm

99 Beauvoir Ave., Summit, NJ 07901
Phone: 908-522-2117 or 908-522-2133 
GiftShopBloom@atlantichealth.org
www.bloomatoverlook.com 
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The Gift Shop & Bloom would like to say thank you to Wendy

Moynihan, Membership Recruitment Chair, for donating her time

and amazing photography talents!  Wendy came into the shop

and also invited us to her studio and took these bright and fresh

new photos that we use in our marketing materials, and also our

first, ever, holiday catalog!  

Stop by and see us and try on clothes in our new fitting

room!

mailto:GiftShopBloom@atlantichealth.org

