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The Overlook Auxiliary is 501(c)
(3) nonprofit volunteer
organization cultivating a
compassionate and
comforting environment
throughout the entire Overlook
Medical Center Community
with active volunteering and
imaginative fundraising.

Overlook Auxiliary
99 Beauvoir Avenue
Summit, NJ 07901
908-522-2004
www.oaux.org
info@oaux.org
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OVERLOOK AUXILIARY
WELCOMES NEW BOARD
We are proud to announce the Board for 2022-23! Pictured in the
front row from left to right: Keri Kociancic, Bylaws & Nominating
Chair; Meghan Shorr, Communications VP & Spring Event Co-Chair;
Emily Staniszewski, Publicity & Social Media Chair; Dena Peyster,
Website Chair; Maria Wachtel, Gift Shop Liaison; and Diane Coloney,
Membership VP. Top row from left to right: Meredith Guida, Twigs
Co-Chair; Heather Flanagan, Twigs Co-Chair; Tara Charvat,
Corresponding Secretary; Virginia Cepeda, President; Wendy
Moynihan, Membership Recruitment Chair; Tina Tomlinson, Recording
Secretary; and Stacy Beckett, Gift Shop Liaison. Not pictured are
Carlene Pruitt, Treasurer; Jennifer Gross, Events VP; Ellen Serruto,
Events Chair; Jackie Swaine, Spring Event Co-Chair; and Karen
Canniffe, Art at Overlook Chair.
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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Virginia Cepeda
President
2022-24

WE ARE
ORGANIZING
TWO FALL
MEMBER
EVENTS.
STAY TUNED FOR
DETAILS!

VISIT US AT THE
SUMMIT
FARMERS
MARKET!
JULY 24
SEPT 18
SEPT 25
OCT 23

Happy Summer to everyone! It was wonderful to all be together
at the Spring Luncheon last month. As I stated in my remarks, I
am honored to serve as President for the next two years and
would like to thank Stacy Beckett and Heather Speas for their
dedication to our organization. They worked tirelessly amidst
the pandemic to ensure the Auxiliary was successful in making
meaningful contributions to our Overlook Medical Center
community. Their leadership ensured the Board was able to
work efficiently, flex when needed and provide both financial
and hands-on support to needs as they arose. We are grateful
for their work and will continue to build upon the momentum
they have created.
The incoming Board of 18 incredible women has already met
and will be working over the summer to plan a Fall General
Membership meeting. We hope it will be a great way for all
members to reconnect so please stay tuned for more details.
Connections will be an area we will focus on - whether
connecting with fellow members, connecting with Overlook
staff, connecting Twigs with other Twigs, connecting with
visitors to the Gift Shop and Bloom or connecting with those the
hospital serves. We believe it is critical for us to come together
after being apart for so long. The Board welcomes any and all
ideas so please reach out to me. Enjoy the summer and we look
forward to seeing you in September.
Virginia Cepeda
president@oaux.org
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A LETTER FROM THE OUTGOING PRESIDENTS
What an amazing past two years it has been! We would like to thank everyone
for all of their hard work, dedication, and many hours that were given in service
to the Overlook Auxiliary and Overlook Medical Center. With everyone working
together, we have accomplished so much, despite having to do it all though a
pandemic. For those who attended the Auxiliary Spring Luncheon and Annual
Meeting in May, you were able to see much of what was accomplished through
the slide show at the event, which featured photos celebrating the work done
and the grants given during the past two years. These images portrayed the
tenacity, commitment and success of our members during a very challenging
time.
Despite the difficulties of the pandemic, not only were our General Members
and Twigs able to continue with most of their projects, but we also formed new
Twigs and gained new members. The Auxiliary’s newest groups, SU Twig 25 and
our Junior Twigs, came together during the pandemic and thrived as a result. SU
Twig 25 has contributed enormously to OMC with hand-sewn pandemic items,
such as facemasks and earsavers, and now continues to produce those items
and provide multitudes of knitted baby booties for each new parent at OMC.
They also sew much needed hospice and elder care fidget blankets, providing
several hundred to date. We also have two new dynamic Junior Twigs who have
successfully completed a year of service to Overlook Medical Center under our
guidance. The work of the Junior Twigs at Summit High School and Oak Knoll
School has inspired more students and parents to become involved with our
organization – very exciting!
In addition to the hands-on projects we supported, the Auxiliary gave out over
$364,000 in grants to the Overlook Medical Center Community. These monies
were raised by all of us and our generous friends in the community. It is such a
privilege to be able to present grants that represent everyone’s care for our
“nationally recognized, locally loved” Overlook Medical Center.
It is always a challenge to give brief remarks when leaving a post, but in closing,
we thank you for the opportunity to serve the Auxiliary these past few years and
especially thank our amazing Office Assistant, Jen Cooney, our tireless and
warm staff and volunteers at our very own Gift Shop & Bloom, and our
inspirational and indefatigable Board of Trustees for all of the great work and
meaningful contributions to our organization. Again, working together, this team
has moved the Auxiliary forward and it will continue to grow and thrive under the
new leadership team, led by Virginia Cepeda.
Congratulations on a job well done and we give our heartfelt best wishes for
continued success to Virginia and the incoming Board of Trustees.
Warmly,
Stacy and Heather

Stacy Beckett
President
2019-22

Heather Speas
President
2020-22
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SPRING LUNCHEON & ANNUAL MEETING
HOSTED BY SU TWIG 3

Clockwise from top left:
Overlook Auxiliary Board and
Committee Members (from
left to right) Christine
Mahoney, Emily Staniszewski,
Karen Canniffe, Eileen Kelly,
Diane Coloney, Christina
Amundson, Anne Childers,
and Julie Nortillo. Top right
photo from left to right:

Celebrating the accomplishments of the Overlook Auxiliary and its members, the
2022 Overlook Auxiliary Spring Luncheon and Annual meeting was held on Thursday
May 19th at Canoe Brooke Country Club. The event was widely attended by Auxiliary
Twig and General members and their guests. Offered at the event was the much
anticipated and very successful raffle, the Overlook Medical Center Speaker
presentation, Auxiliary Awards, and an inspirational Keynote Speaker presentation
featuring Meaghan B Murphy, current editor in Chief of Woman’s Day magazine, onair TV personality, and author of the hit book, Your Fully Charged Life. Meaghan
entertained us with her YAY! life hacks and tips from the book that Oprah Daily calls
one “that’ll make you feel good at the turn of every page."

Virginia Cepeda, 2022-24
President; Jennifer Cooney,
administrative assistant for
Auxiliary; and Tracey Tango,
Gift Shop Liaison. Bottom
right photo from left to right:
COO of Overlook Medical
Center Lauren Yedvab; and
Membership Recruitment
Chair Wendy Moynihan.

The success of this year’s event, netting over $6,000, was made possible by the
dedication of Luncheon hosts, SU Twig 3, and the work of the Luncheon and Raffle
Committee, led by Luncheon Chairs Christina Amundson, Stacy Beckett, Amanda
Ford, and Jeanne Lawler.
Highlights of the luncheon included a “Welcome” from Overlook Medical Center
President, Stephanie Schwartz, a showing the recent work of the Auxiliary and the
resulting $364,000 in grant money given to the Overlook Medical Center Community
during the last two years, and an introduction of the featured Medical Center
speaker, Dr. Basil Hubbi, Medical Director of the Breast Center at Overlook Medical
Center, by Chief Operating Officer, Lauren Yedvab.
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Dr. Hubbi gave an engaging and informative talk on the innovative
and leading-edge care implemented and offered at the Breast
Center at OMC. At the conclusion of his presentation, Overlook
Auxiliary Presidents, Stacy Beckett and Heather Speas, on behalf of
the Auxiliary, presented Dr. Hubbi with a $50,000 check to be used
toward the purchase of the new Brevera Breast Biopsy System.

Photo Detail

In addition, the Overlook Auxiliary presented well-earned awards for
service and distinction. The President’s Cup was awarded to Karen
Canniffe, NP Twig 10; the Community Service Award was awarded to
the Art at Overlook Auction and Cocktail Reception Committee,
chaired by Meghan Schorr, Eileen Kelly, and Jackie Swaine; the
Distinguished Service Award was presented to Mary Damiano,
Manager of the Overlook Auxiliary Gift Shop & Bloom, for 30 years of
Service; another Distinguished Service Award was presented to
Christina Amundson, past President, Treasurer, and Board of Trustees
member; the Overlook Auxiliary Junior Twig Member of the Year was
presented to Ola Mixon, SHS Jr. Twig Chair; and two Overlook
Auxiliary Junior Twig Scholarships were awarded to Ola Mixon, SHS
Jr. Twig, and Kelsey Scully, Oak Knoll Jr. Twig.

magazine, on-air TV

Clockwise from top left:
Meaghan B Murphy, Keynote
Speaker and current editor in
Chief of Woman’s Day
personality and author of the
hit book, Your Fully Charged
Life; raffle table with
amazing prizes; welcome
address delivered by
Overlook Medical Center
President, Stephanie
Schwartz. Bottom right
photo: Mary Damiano, Gift
Shop Manger is flanked by
Presidents Heather Speas
(left) and Stacy Beckett
(right).
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Top photo and bottom right photo:
Central Sterile Processing shows off
their new mask holder headbands
courtesy of SU Twig 25.
"Central Sterile Processing wants to
thank the the Overlook Auxiliary for
providing the mask holder. It's very
comfy and the colors are very pretty.
Very much appreciated! Thank you to
the Overlook Auxiliary for reaching out
to the SPD and an even bigger THANK
YOU to all those wonderful folks out in
our community who sewed the
awesome headbands and who
continue to think of us, support us, and
put their trust in the OMC Health Care
Team!"

Bottom left photo: Members of SU
Twig 25 from left to right: Kristyne
McMenamy, Anne Chin, Tracy Claus,
Nancy Halper, Mary Housel
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SU TWIG 25 (SEWING TWIG)
A most heartfelt thank you to Anne Chin and our amazing
Overlook Auxiliary members from SU 25. Anne recently
hosted a lunch for our sewing twig ladies who have been
busy! Their production of items continues and the patients
and staff at Overlook Medical Center are grateful for their
continued donations of headbands, Angel Cradles, lapghans and booties. They are brainstorming ways to ramp up
production of the next round of Fidget Aprons, so sewers-stay tuned!
We have recently delivered another four completed Angel
Cradles to the mother/baby unit: two large and two
medium sized. Our next batch of cradles should be size small
(which we haven't made in a few months).
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2022 NURSING SCHOLARSHIP
WINNERS!

Elsa Russell Memorial
Scholarship Winner

A total of $14,000 is being awarded to the following
recipients.
Overlook Auxiliary Nursing Scholarships Winners,
$1,000 each:

Michelle Rodriguez
John Bogojovski
Gina Margaret D'Alessio
Monica Pisciotta
Meghan Massararano
Millene Ramirez
Christine Ellmer
Matthew Mascari
Bradley Schmidt
Joanne Saint-Fort
MaryPat Sullivan Nursing Scholarship Winner,
$1,000

Rachel Aitkens
Elsa Russell Memorial Scholarship Winner,
$3,000

Lynn Weyand

Lynn Weyand
"I wanted to express my
gratitude and thank you
for the very generous
scholarship of $3,000 (the
Elsa Russell Nursing
Scholarship). I have
worked at Overlook
Medical Center since 1991
where I started as a
nursing assistant. I
graduated in 1993 with my
Associate's Degree from
Union County College and
diploma from Muhlenberg
School of Nursing. Since
then, I got married, had 3
children (with the youngest
graduating college this
month) and have worked
part-time/full-time while
raising a family. Three
years ago, I returned to
school to obtain my BSN.
It has been a very difficult
journey, but I'm glad that I
made the decision. Your
very generous gift has
helped to defray the cost
of my tuition. I look
forward to completing my
GSN by the end of 2022."
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Congratulations
Kelsey Scully

Congratulations to Oak Knoll
Junior Twig member Kelsey
Scully (pictured above with
mom Miriam on left and
school faculty advisor
Christine Mahoney), winner of
one of two inaugural
Overlook Auxiliary Junior Twig
Scholarships!
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OAK KNOLL SERVICE PROJECT
Special thanks to Oak Knoll Jr. Twig Faculty Sponsor and Auxiliary member,
Christine Mahoney, for connecting the Oak Knoll Theology Department with
Overlook Auxiliary to coordinate a student Day of Service at Overlook
Medical Center (OMC). Twelve students and two faculty members of an
Oak Knoll theology class donated time and woman-power to begin the
decoration of the outdoor space at the Hersh Children’s Center at Overlook.
Students were greeted and addressed by Lauren Yedvab, Chief Operating
Officer of OMC, who expressed gratitude for the students' service, shared
her vision for the outdoor space, and encouraged students with interest in
medical careers. Under the supervision of master landscaper, Rich Breznac,
the students planted colorful flowers in many bright colored buckets, which
were hung throughout the entire space. With evening time in mind, students
also strung hundreds of fairy lights. The final product of the project brought
smiles all around! Stacy Beckett, Co- President of the Overlook Auxiliary at
the time of the project, noted, ”We are thrilled that Oak Knoll and the
theology students chose Overlook Medical Center as the recipient of their
service and appreciate the sharing of their time and energy to start the
decoration of the outdoor space of the new Hersh Children’s Center at
Overlook. We are looking forward to future collaborations!”
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SUMMIT HIGH SCHOOL
JR. TWIG
Summit High School Jr. Twigs were busy this spring!
During Nurses Week, they put together care
packages with thank you cards for the Pediatric
Nurses (bottom left photo), and continued virtual
story time sessions with the Overlook Daycare
Center (top left photo), reading Mia and the Dance
for Two by Robin Farley and Raindrops by Larry D.
Brimner. They ended the school year making 14
fleece no-sew blankets for pediatric patients.
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Congratulations
Ola Mixon!
Congratulations to Summit
High School Junior Twig
member Ola Mixon
(pictured above with
grandmother Marin Mixon
on left and father Charles
Mixon on the right), winner
of one of two inaugural
Overlook Auxiliary Junior
Twig Scholarships! Ola
was also presented with
the "Outstanding Jr. Twig
Member Award".
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NP Twig 10 recently held a blood
drive on Monday June 20th at the
New Providence Memorial Library.
"Our partnership with the NY Blood
Center was a success. We were
able to get 35 units of blood
thanks to all our volunteers in Twig
10 and the wonderful donors in our
community!"
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SH TWIG 27
SH Twig 27 held its first Spring Vendor sale since
before COVID. Just in time for Mother's and Father's
Day, employees were invited to shop for jewelry,
scarves, watches, and men's items including sports
related gift items, socks, blankets and wallets. Both
the vendors and customers were happy to bring
shopping back to Overlook Medical Center! Save
the dates for SH Twig 27's upcoming shopping days
at Overlook Medical Center!
Save the Dates for Upcoming Sales!
Designer Coat Sale, Friday, October 21
Holiday Vendor Sale, Wednesday, December 7
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LINCOLN HUBBARD ELEMENTARY
DAY OF GIVING CHOOSES
OVERLOOK AUXILARY AS THIS
YEAR'S RECIPIENT
Lincoln Hubbard third graders show their love for our
hometown heroes at Overlook Medical Center! According
to the Lincoln Hubbard PTO Facebook page "Our local
hospital workers have been working overtime these past
couple of years, and today your third-graders showed them
some extra love by creating healthcare hero bracelets for
them. It's all part of our Day of Giving in our new "Give and
Give Back Fundraiser".
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Info about our
Jr. Twig Program

If you or your child or
grandchild would like
to start a Junior Twig
at his or her school
(high school students
only), please contact
the Auxiliary Office at
info@oaux.org.
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GIFT SHOP & BLOOM
We have new flooring!! The shop has undergone phase 1 of a refresh!
We will also be painting, rearranging our merchandise, and putting
together a new logo for a fresh new look! Stop by and take a look
while doing some shopping for jewelry, baby and children's clothing &
essentials, candy, snacks, balloons, clothing, accessories, convenience
items and, of course, flowers!
We are always looking for volunteers to help in the Shop and for floral
arrangements. Contact Mary if you are interested at the numbers or
email below.
Current Hours:
Mon - Fri 9:00am - 4:30pm
Sat - Sun 12:00pm - 4:00 pm
(subject to change)
99 Beauvoir Ave., Summit, NJ 07901
Phone: 908-522-2117 or 908-522-2133
GiftShopBloom@atlantichealth.org
www.bloomatoverlook.com

Executive Board
Virginia Cepeda,
President
Jennifer Groce,
VP Events
Diane Coloney,
VP Membership
Meghan Schorr,
VP Communications
Tina Tomlinson,
Recording Secretary
Tara Charvat,
Corresponding Secretary
Carlene Pruitt,
Treasurer

