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Save the Dates!
Art at Overlook Spring Event, April 27
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Save the Date for an Art at Overlook Spring Event, Wednesday, April 27, 7-10
pm, The Racquets Club of Short Hills. We hope you can join us for a cocktail
party and auction to support mental health initiatives at the Overlook Medical
Center. Save the date and stay tuned for more details!

The 2022 Spring Luncheon & Annual Meeting, May 19

We Are Collecting For the Raffle!
Please send in twig raffle donation checks and general member raffle donation
checks BY MARCH 10, 2022. Make check out to: Summit Twig 3 and send to:
Overlook Auxiliary
Attn: Stacy Beckett/Raffle
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/?u=3a07b2eb0401ae5ea32281ed6&id=4f6e25b3da
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If your twig prefers to donate its own raffle items/ basket, please deliver raffle items
or basket by MARCH 10th to Stacy Beckett (908) 868-6314, 26 Plymouth Road,
Summit.

Every year, the Raffle is a highlight of the Spring Luncheon, thanks to YOU, the
wonderful Overlook Auxiliary Twig members and General members, who so
generously donate money or items to make the raffle items so fabulous and
fun. This year, we are getting an early start on the raffle and need your help
getting your cash or basket items in early.
Our Raffle Chair, Jeanne Lawler, and the Shopping Committee have many
fabulous new raffle prize ideas for this year and will be happy to put your
donations to good use for raffle items and packages. Our Twig 3 members
donate $20 each, and we can't wait to see what the committee comes up with
for our Twig raffle prize package.
Getting your cash donations in early gives the committee time to organize great
raffle prizes without committee members having to take too much money out of
their own pockets. We appreciate your consideration! Getting your basket
donations in early allows us to know what we have and where we need to fill in
to provide a fabulous raffle!
Along with Twig participation, we are always grateful for donations from
individuals with items such as restaurant certificates, service certificates, or
special items. Any "Events/Tickets " or "Travel" opportunities can be used in a
Silent Auction. Remember ALL the money we raise in the raffle goes directly to
help the Overlook Medical Center Community.
Looking forward to seeing you at the Luncheon!!
All the best,
Amanda Ford, Stacy Beckett and Jeannie Lawler
Summit Twig 3 Co-Chairs
Donate to Spring Luncheon Raffle Baskets
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/?u=3a07b2eb0401ae5ea32281ed6&id=4f6e25b3da
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Operation Gratitude

As a little "pick me up" for our medical staff, the Auxiliary organized a campaign
to provide snacks and notes of encouragement to the different departments at
OMC in January. Gift Shop & Bloom put together 29 giant goodie bins filled
with chips, sweets, coffees and healthy snacks and we received thousands of
cards from local well wishers (particularly local students) which were distributed
throughout the hospital! Many groups in Summit participated including the
Overlook Childcare Center, CPC School, Oak Knoll School and Oak Knoll Jr.
Twigs, Jefferson Primary Center, Wilson Primary, Brayton Elementary, Franklin
Elementary, and Washington Elementary. Other participating groups include,
Terrill Middle School (Scotch Plains), Allen W. Roberts School (New
Providence), and Girl Scout Troops 45132 and 45063 (New Providence). If you
have a group that participated and you don't see it listed here, please contact
Jen at info@oaux.org.
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We invite you to check out our new
upgraded and interactive website at
www.oaux.org! Although we are still
working out some kinks, we think you will
agree that it's simplified, easier to
navigate and much more engaging! Our
member page is also now completely
updated with current documents, dues
information, forms, and we will be adding
an Auxiliary calendar where you can
check the dates of all upcoming twig and
Auxiliary events and important dates (more on that coming soon). The current
password for the member page is twigs999 and will change in June. We would
like to thank Eileen Kelly for her commitment in getting this done, we think it
looks amazing!

Holidays at Overlook
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COVID did not dampen the holiday spirit at Overlook Medical Center! We were
still able to provide an in-person Holiday Reception for employees and staff
featuring hot cider and cocoa, a wide variety of cookies, bars, and candies,
thanks to the generosity of our members, and bagged lunches donated by
FLAG of Summit. We also had two vendors present to provide a little shopping
experience as well (one was our very own member, Maria Wachtel!).
This year, the Auxiliary was very happy to donate funds to purchase Kwanzaa
decorations to create a new holiday tradition at OMC. Stacy Beckett, CoPresident and Christina Amundson, Treasurer, donated monies for the Auxiliary
to purchase Kwanzaa decorations, which were displayed throughout OMC,
along with our many Christmas trees and Hanukkah decorations.

Breakfast With Santa

The Auxiliary would like to thank Auxiliary board member Eileen Kelly and her
friend, Lisa Allen, who wanted to do something to support the Auxiliary and
spread holiday cheer. They hosted a wonderful 'Breakfast with Santa' event at
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/?u=3a07b2eb0401ae5ea32281ed6&id=4f6e25b3da
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entertained several young families and other
community members, all while sharing about the
good work of the Overlook Auxiliary. This event
raised $300 dollars for Auxiliary programs.
Thank you Eileen!

New Art Exhibition at Overlook
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Overlook Auxiliary proudly announces the next installation of its “Art at
Overlook” program, Art for Our Heroes, featuring the work of local artist Ricardo
Roig. Roig is a professional fine artist, working in various media from painting,
drawing, collage and murals using his own novel technique for creating handcut prints. The Roig collection will hang at the Overlook Bobeck Gallery until
March 27, 2022. All of the art displayed in the Art for Our Heroes collection will
be available for sale at the Overlook Auxiliary Gift Shop & Bloom on the fifth
floor.
As there are currently some temporary visitor restrictions at the Overlook
Medical Center, Roig will also donate 20% of every sale of art purchased from
his website with code OVERLOOK at checkout.
“I am so honored to partner with Art at Overlook during these unprecedented
and extremely challenging times for our healthcare workers,” said Roig. “My
hope is that our collection will help to spread positivity, light and energy to our
heroes hard at work at the hospital through visual art.”
Overlook Auxiliary Co-Presidents Stacy Beckett and Heather Speas noted,
“This program has brought about such an overwhelmingly positive response doctors, nurses, and patients alike have gone out of their way to let us know
how much they appreciate the respite the artwork gives them. We look forward
to bringing future shows to the community, allowing us to give back even more
to Overlook Medical Center."
For more information about Ricardo Roig, please visit: roigcollection.com or
follow him on instagram (@RoigCollection).
Interested artists should contact Karen Canniffe at
overlookauxiliarygallery@gmail.com for more information about the Overlook
Auxiliary's “Art at Overlook” program.
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/?u=3a07b2eb0401ae5ea32281ed6&id=4f6e25b3da
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Twig News
SU Twig 3

SU Twig 3 presented a check to provide Sleep Sacks to each baby born in the
Overlook Medical Center NICU with funds raised at the 2021 Overlook Auxiliary
Spring Luncheon Raffle. The funds will provide Sleep Sacks for each Overlook
Medical Center (OMC) NICU baby born for a year! The use of Sleep Sacks
supports the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommendation to keep
loose bedding, such as blankets and sheets, out of the crib to reduce the risk of
SIDS, suffocation, entrapment, and strangulation. Sleep sacks wearable
blankets may be used to keep the baby warm safely. The Overlook Auxiliary
and OMC are happy to provide each baby in the NICU with a sleep sac
wearable blanket upon discharge, promoting safe sleep practices.
Pictured in top photo from L to R: Ophelia Byers-Chief Nursing Officer, Sorcha
Hicks-Nurse Manager, Amanda Ford-Twig 3 Co-Chair, past Auxiliary CoPresident, Denise Bowers-Asst. Nurse Manager NICU, Jeanne Lawler-Twig 3
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/?u=3a07b2eb0401ae5ea32281ed6&id=4f6e25b3da
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Pictured in top right photo from L to R: Denise Bowers-Asst. Nurse Manager
NICU, Sorcha Hicks-Nurse Manager

SU Twig 5 Lights of Love
The Overlook Auxiliary SU Twig 5,
Friends of Hospice, once again
sponsored Lights of Love… Trees of
"Lights" were lit during the month of
December in three different locations
(Atlantic Visiting Nurse, Morristown;
Camp Clover, Basking Ridge; and
Overlook Medical Center, Summit) to
remember our loved ones. With every
donation, we placed a personalized
wooden ornament on the tree in memory
of a loved one. Thanks to the Summit
High School Jr. Twig who assembled the
ornaments for all of the trees!
We raised $4,028 to be used for patients
from the OMC Community.

SU Twig 25
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Twig SU-25 ladies have been using the colder months to work on crochet
36x48" lap blankets for patients at Overlook. These are very time consuming,
but the cozy works of art are one of a kind and appreciated greatly. We also
continue to deliver beautiful baby booties in a rainbow of colors. Most recently,
we delivered another 20 "Fidget Aprons" to Overlook. These activity aprons are
being used not only by the Alzheimers and Dementia unit, but we recently
started donating them to the Hospice care department as well. The activities on
these fidget aprons provide mental stimulation and comfort to these patients,
allowing the staff to better manage overall patient care.
If any Auxiliary members have yarn (of any color) or fabrics, zippers, ribbons or
other sewing notions in their personal stash that they would like to see put to
good use, we accept donations gratefully and will put the items to good use.

NP Twig 10 Thanksgiving Basket Fundraiser

https://us6.campaign-archive.com/?u=3a07b2eb0401ae5ea32281ed6&id=4f6e25b3da
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Overlook Auxiliary NP Twig 10 was thrilled to be able to provide Thanksgiving
dinner for 100 families at the Overlook Medical Center HealthStart Clinic this
year. The Thanksgiving Basket Fundraiser brings so many members of our
community together to accomplish this meaningful goal. Each Thanksgiving
basket includes all of the non-perishable items for a wonderful Thanksgiving
meal as well as a $25 gift card for the turkey. Our Twig members, under the
guidance of Erin Donadio and Meghan Schorr, and with the help of local Girl
Scout Troops and schools, collected all of the non-perishable items needed.
Additionally, we set a fundraising goal of $2,500. We were astounded by the
generosity of our fellow Auxiliary members and community members alike. We
raised $3,598.75 and were able to provide the HealthStart Clinic with a muchneeded Aerosol Extractor with the support of the Overlook Auxiliary as well as
one hundred $25 gift cards for the Thanksgiving Baskets. Thank you all so
much for your support!

SH Twig 27
Short Hills Twig 27, having already celebrated over 50 years of service to the
Overlook Auxiliary, continues to raise funds through vendor sales to benefit
Overlook. Twig 27 members gathered to enjoy a holiday luncheon and
celebrate another successful year dedicated to the Auxiliary's mission in
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/?u=3a07b2eb0401ae5ea32281ed6&id=4f6e25b3da
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This year, SH Twig 27 has
donated $3,000 to underwrite
the 2022 Overlook Auxiliary
Elsa B. Russell Nursing
Scholarship, named in honor of
our beloved past Auxiliary Co-President and SU 27 Twig member, Elsa
Russell. This is in addition to the ten $1,000 Nursing Scholarships to be
awarded in May (If you would like to contribute to Overlook Auxiliary Nursing
Scholarships, in general, or to memorialize a loved one, please contact Jen at
info@oaux.org.).
Pictured from left to right: Diane Swett, Carole Papale, Kassandra Romas,
Jeannette Bernstein, and Kerstin Micke

Jr. Twig Programs at Summit High and Oak Knoll
The Summit High School Junior Twig
is up and running under the robust
student leadership of junior, Ola Mixon.
Ola started the club at Summit High
School this past fall (and the club even
hosted a bake sale to raise money for
club dues) and the club has already
assembled ornaments for the SU Twig 5
Lights of Love Christmas trees, put
together Valentine’s Day gift bags for pediatric ED patients, and is currently
launching a program where the student members read to the children at the
Overlook Medical Center daycare center via Zoom. The twig will be hosting
this story time once a week and hopes to increase it to twice a week. Thank
you to Ola and her team for supporting Overlook Medical Center!

The Junior Twig at the Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child is also a newly
formed twig and is run by Overlook Auxiliary Board Member, Christine
Mahoney, who is also an employee at OKS. Students have gathered to
make hand-painted cards for all the Thanksgiving baskets as well as 120 cards
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/?u=3a07b2eb0401ae5ea32281ed6&id=4f6e25b3da
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Center. Select artists at Oak Knoll will
contribute over 13 pieces of curated Art
to be shared in the Tile art pieces
created in the Overlook Auxiliary’s “Art
for Gratitude Program". Art work comes
from current and alumni students.
Pictured from left to right are students
Emily Abreu and Katie Nguyen.

Other Junior Twigs are forming and if you or your child/grandchild would like to start
a Junior Twig at his or her school (high school students only), please contact the
Auxiliary Office at info@oaux.org.

NEW Cranford Twig!
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We are forming a new twig that will cover the Cranford, Westfield, Scotch
Plains area. The focus will be largely social and for the purpose of supporting
the invaluable medical staff at OMC. We are in the idea stages and are
considering fundraising in a variety of ways including a Zoom cooking class,
book club, garage sale, wine tasting, walking/hiking and are open to other
ideas! It will be centered around having fun while raising money for OMC.
Although the members starting this twig are located in the Cranford, Westfield,
Scotch Plains area, this twig is open to anyone interested in joining a social
group with a charitable purpose and members can participate in all activities or
some based on availability and interest so the time commitment is up to you!
Anyone interested should email Jen at info@oaux.org. Bring your friends!

Death Announcement
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2020 & 2021 Annual Appeal
Donors & Levels
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Thank you for supporting our 2020 and 2021 Annual Appeals! We would like to
recognize our donors at levels taken from their combined-yearly donation,
below.
Orchid $1000 or more
Barbara Cox, Sharon Meola, Gertrude Noonan, Julie Nortillo, Maura & Francis
Perier, Ginny Rapp, Janice Schryer
Rose $500 - $999
Christina Amundson, Stacy Beckett, Karen Canniffe, Jennifer Groce, Beth &
Scott Herman, Meghan Schorr, Heather Speas
Tulip $250 - $499
Deborah Arent-Walling, Patricia Cataldo, Marilyn & Bruce Chambeau, Christine
Debrossy, Amy & Carmine DiSibio, Heather Flanagan, Mary Housel, Carol
Kanner, Nancy Kuhn, Liz Pryma, Ameeta Raina, Ellen & Mark Serruto, Linda
Smith, Thomas Tapen, Elizabeth Tulloch, Donna Walcott, Emily Wexler
Hydrangea $100 - $249
Mariana Agathoklis, George Bell, Joseph & Ann Berkery, Susan & Jonathan
Britt, Susan Callahan, Cindy Caporaso, Jacqueline & Richard Cardone, Sue
Checchio, Anne Childers, Cynthia Clark, Matthew Claus, Mary Closs, Isabelle
Dabbagh, Lina Di Blasio, Al & Phyllis Dill, Alice Dillon, Stacy Donck, Maple
Dong, Thomas Donnelly, Tonya & James Donnelly, Cherie Everts, Sophie
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/?u=3a07b2eb0401ae5ea32281ed6&id=4f6e25b3da
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Amanda Greenblatt, Amanda Greene, Emma Hale, Ken & Mary Jo Herr,
Sherelyn Hersch, Regina Hill, Kathy Jessup, Shiobian Kelly, Keri Kociancic,
Madonna Lee, Kathryn Leonard, Annette Mackie, Sherman McGrath, Timothy
McLaughlin, Louis Najdzin, Jason Orben, Linda Richardson, Leslie Roberts,
Ruth Roessle, Richard Schlenger, Marie Scofield, Barbara Sherman, Jennifer
Shurmur, Speni Family, Jane Spiegle, Diane Swett, Helen Tvetenstrand, Sonia
Vance, Tina Walker, Breene Wesson
Gerber Daisy $99 & under
Marie Avagliano, Jean Ball, Linda Basilio, Mary Bernoskie, Jennifer
Bienemann, Joseph & Irene Bromberg, Deborah Cavanagh, Anne Chin, Diane
Dresdale, Roslyn Feuer, Rose Kelly, June Leatherbee, Michele McManus,
Margaret Mellow, Susan Reich, Barbara Sayres, James &Theresa Schaefer,
Carolyn & Ken Schmidt, Ilene Schneider, Nancy Smith, Ann Trindell, Mary
Vassil, Rosemary Wellner, June Wessel

Don't Forget Gift Shop & Bloom For Your
Valentine's Day Gifts!
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Don't forget the Gift Shop & Bloom when ordering flowers for Valentine's Day!
They always offer FREE local delivery and you support the Overlook Auxiliary
at the same time! If you call now, you can order chocolate dipped strawberries
(flyer here) choosing from a variety of toppings. They also carry an amazing
variety of other chocolate dipped goodies including chocolate chip cookies,
pretzels, caramels, popcorn, Nutter Butters, Oreos and more! Now that visitors
are allowed back at the hospital, you can stop by and grab some flowers, treats
and even cards for your loved ones! See our temporary hours above.

Member Reminders
On Facebook? Join our Member-Only Facebook Group! Feel free to
post info about your twig, ask questions about the Auxiliary, the
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/?u=3a07b2eb0401ae5ea32281ed6&id=4f6e25b3da
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for each other! Click here to join.
Memorize the member password for the
Oaux.org website. You will find important
forms there as well as a link to pay your dues,
useful documents and coming soon, an
Auxiliary calendar! The password is
twigs999.
Join a twig! If you're a general member or if
you are interested in joining an additional twig, we have many to choose
from and a new one forming in the Cranford, Westfield, Scotch Plains
area! If you need help choosing or would like to learn more, contact Jen
at info@oaux.org.
Know someone who would like to join? Send them to our website to
learn more and get started!

Overlook Medical Center News
OMC Lifts Visitor Restrictions
As of February 3rd, if social distancing can be maintained, visitors or support
persons will be permitted with the following:
Adult Inpatients
One visitor is permitted at a time. Visitors
may change but cannot overlap.
For patients in end-of-life care: two visitors
are permitted with administrative approval. Visitors may change
throughout the day.
Visitors are not permitted with confirmed COVID-19 patients or persons
under investigation for COVID-19, except in cases approved by the
physician or care team.
Click here for details.
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/?u=3a07b2eb0401ae5ea32281ed6&id=4f6e25b3da
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Stephanie Schwartz named President of OMC
We are proud to welcome Stephanie Schwartz as
the new President of OMC! Stephanie has been
serving as interim president of Overlook since
August, following the retirement of Alan Lieber, who
led the hospital since 2003. Prior to her move to
OMC, she completed a successful tenure as
president at Chilton Medical Center, which saw
numerous achievements and enhancements in
care. To read more about Stephanie, click here.

Completion of Hersh Children’s Center at OMC
This state-of-the-art facility brings
together pediatric inpatient and
emergency care under one roof
and centralizes the hospital’s pediatric
emergency and inpatient services in one
convenient, family-friendly space. Click
here to learn more.

Mission Statement:
The Overlook Auxiliary is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit volunteer organization
cultivating a compassionate and comforting environment throughout the entire
Medical Center community with active volunteering and imaginative
fundraising.

2021-22 Executive Board
Stacy Beckett, Co-President
Heather Speas, Co-President
Julie Nortillo, Co-VP Events
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/?u=3a07b2eb0401ae5ea32281ed6&id=4f6e25b3da
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Jennifer Groce, Co-VP Events
Diane Coloney, VP Membership
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Heather Flanagan, VP Communications
Anne Childers, Recording Secretary
Christina Amundson, Treasurer
Keri Kociancic, Recording Secretary
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